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W h o  i s  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t e n n i s  p l a y e r ?  
John  Isner  and  Roger  Federer

W h a t  i s  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  p a r t  o f  y o u r  j o b ?  
I ’ve  been  so  fortunate  to  be  part  of  the  USTA  for  

Working  with  the  many  volunteers ,  tennis  

col leagues  and  players  al l  over  the  country .

W h a t  d o  y o u  l i k e  t o  d o  i n  y o u r  f r e e  t i m e ?  
Most  of  my  f ree  t ime  is  spent  running  around  

ard  work,  family ,  reading  and  playing  with  my  

dog  Sutton!

W h a t  i s  y o u r  d r e a m  v a c a t i o n ?  
IMy  husband  and  I  both  love  history.  We  had  a  

dream  vacat ion  in  2016  when  we  went  to  

Wimbledon!  Next  stop  Normandy  and  then  on  to  Paris !

W h a t  a c t o r  w o u l d  p l a y  y o u  i n  a  m o v i e  a b o u t  y o u r  l i f e ?  
Meryl  Streep.  She  makes  everyone  she  plays  better !

Kel ly  grew  up  in  Burl ington,  NC  and  played  junior  tennis  in

NC,  along  with  having  a  wonderful  high  school  tennis

exper ience.  She  was  fortunate  enough  to  play  col lege  tennis

at  Peace  College  in  Raleigh  at  a  point  in  t ime  when  tennis

scholarships  or  playing  opportunit ies  for  women  were  not

plent i ful .  After  Peace,  Kel ly  attended  the  Univers i ty  of  North

Carol ina  at  Chapel  Hil l  and  received  her  Bachelor ’s  Degree.  I t

was  during  that  point  that  she  began  teaching  tennis  at

var ious  clubs  and  camps  around  North  Carol ina.  In  1985,

Kel ly  was  named  Head  Tennis  Professional  at  North  Hil ls  Club

in  Raleigh.  She  was  there  for  three  years  and  then  at  that  t ime

was  offered  the  assistant  tennis  coach  posit ion  for  both  the

Men  and  the  Women  at  NC  State  Univers i ty .  In  1989  she  was

named  the  Head  Women 's  Coach  at  NC  State.  Her  teams ’

rankings  rose  to  the  top  40  in  the  ITA.  She  led  the  f i rst  NC

State  player  to  a  bid  to  compete  for  the  NCAA  Singles

Championship.  Kel ly  had  two  players  who  were  on  the  ACC

50th  Anniversary  Women ’s  Tennis  Team.

In  1995,  Kel ly  was  hired  as  the  Execut ive  Director  of  USTA  North  Carol ina.  She  has  seen  her  staf f  grow  f rom

two  to  twelve  and  membership  has  t r ipled  during  her  tenure.  

Kel ly  has  served  on  the  Peace  College  Alumnae  Board  (serving  as  board  chair  in  2006. )  She  also  served  on

the  Peace  College  Board  of  Visi tors .  She  is  current ly  serving  on  the  Greensboro  Parks  and  Recreat ion

Commission,  Friends  of  Greensboro  Parks  and  Recreat ion  Foundat ion,  Greensboro  Sports  Commission

Board  and  is  on  the  Greensboro  Sports  Counci l .  In  the  fa l l  of  2019,  Gaines  was  named  to  the  Wil l iam  Peace

Univers i ty  ( formerly  Peace  College )  Board  of  Trustees.  She  and  her  husband,  Greg,  l ive  in  Greensboro.

Executive Director


